THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
that moment it was reported that the right wing of the First
Corps, which had fought heroically all day, had heen pressed
back, .and one of General Doubleday's aides-de-camp brought
me a request for a few regiments to be sent to his assistance.
Alas, I had not a man to spare, but was longing for reinforce-
ments myself, for at the same time I received a report that
my Third Division was flanked on its left, on the very spot
where it should have connected with the First, General Double-
day's corps. A few minutes later, while this butchery was still
going on, an order reached me from General Howard directing
me to withdraw to the south side of the town and to occupy
a position on and near Cemetery Hill.

While I was doing my utmost, assisted by my staff offi-
cers, to rally and re-form what was within my reach of the First
Division, for the purpose of checking the enemy's advance
around my right, and to hold the edge of the town, the reserve
brigade I had so urgently asked for, the First Brigade of the
Second Division, Eleventh Corps, under Colonel Coster, at last
arrived. It came too late for that offensive push which I had
intended to make with it in order to relieve my right, if it had
come half, or even quarter of an hour earlier. But I led it
out of the town and ordered it to deploy on the right of the
junction of the roads near the railway station, which the enemy
was fast approaching. There the brigade, assisted by a battery,
did good service in detaining the enemy long enough to permit
the First Division to enter the town without being seriously
molested on its retreat. The Third Division was meanwhile
still sustaining the murderous contest. To break off an en-
gagement carried on at long range, is comparatively easy. But
the task becomes very difficult and delicate in a fight at very
close quarters. Still, the Third Division, when ordered to do
so, fell back in good form, executing its retreat to the town,